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Eric Jordan Young shines in Hangar’s ‘Sammy & Me’

by David Cameron
Special to The Journal

‘ Eric Jordan Young has pulled

off something wonderful and
rare; singing and dancing his way

Want to Be With You” and

“Candyman.” Whilemanyofthe

songs are sung just as they are,
the Best moments come when
the song brings another layer to
the scene, or gives Young an op-

Hangar, Dannexcelsatfine-tun-
ing a solo performance. She
knows when to rely on the per-
former, and when to add touch-
es, whetherit’sabackdrop from -
setdesigner Chris Schenk, some

through 30 characters and 18, - portunity to prove how wellhe  extrabluehuesfromlightingde-
songs, he’s created a one-man ' candance. Thisisespeciallytrue  signer Chris Lee, or subtle cues
show that examines the life of a. when Youngsings “HeyThere.” from sound designer Joanna
legendary talent, and not once Thanks to Gerry MclIntyre’'sin-  Lynne Staub. A little bit goes a

does it feel like he is showmg
off.

Indeed, Young’s “Saminy &
Me,”whichopenedatthe Hangar

ventive choreography, Young
manages to dance both sides of
aduet asbothhisown childhood

- self and Davis without missing

long way, especiallyinatheater

as intimate as the Hangar.
Additionally, a small five-

piece band led by pianist/con-

Theatre in Ithaca last Friday, a beat. ductor Brian Hertz, plays per-
transforms what could have been Switching from character to  fectly suited arrangements by
a simple cabaret review into a | characterseemstobethebiggest Tommy James. Though there

production with genuine the-

atricalimpact and one very cap- -

tivating performance.
The “Sammy” of the title is,
of course, Sammy Davis, Jr.,one

challenge Young faces in this
show, and while he’s not always
as quick or precise as he could
be, the characters become clear

- soon enough. Simple costumes

are moments when the musi-
ciansthreatentooverpowerthe
singer, their presence onstage
adds a level of intimacy to the -
show that makes it more com-

of the greatest emntertainers of fromdesigner Toni-LeslieJames  plete.

his day—and that’s Entertainer double nicely as props, and al- The show is a labor of love
in the best sense of the word. low your imagination fill in the for Eric Jordan Young and di-
Beyond a “iriple threat” — ac- rest. rector Wendy Dann, and the
tor, singer, dancer — he was al- By the time Young comes to  timeand effortputintoresearch-~

50 a musician, a gifted impres-
sionist and comic. Most of Davis’
life was spent entertaining au-
diences, andby timeofhis death
in 1990, his influence on gener-
ations of performers was easy
to see.

“Sammy & Me” is bothan ex-
ploraﬁon and explanation of just
what it means to be so deeply
influenced by Davis. It begins

signature Davis tunes “I Gotta
BeMe” and “Mr. Bojangles,” the
audiencehasanewunderstand-
ing of the man behind those
songs, and thelyricshave greater
impact. What Young’s baritone
may lack in range, he makes up

- forinenergy. Youngisbothgen-~

tle with these songs when need-
ed, and smart epough fo let the
songs speak for themselves.

ing this show have elevated
“Sammy & Me” to something
more than simple storytelling.
The performance feels cathar-
tic, for both the audience and
for Young, and by the end of the
night, feels genmnely tri-
phant

“Sammy & Me” runs through
June 17 at the Hangar Theatre

with Young rehearsing a night- Youngisheipedbyhistalent- in Ithaca. Tickets are available
club act filled with Davis’ signa- edcollaborator, director, Wendy  at the Ticket Center at the
ture songs, when he pauses.to Dann. Former classmates at ClintonHouse orby calling (607)
read anewsbrief about his show. IthacaCollege, YoungandDann  273-4497,or atthebox officeone

It’s not a strong endorsement.

have been working on “Sammy

hour prior to curtain. More in-

“Why,” hereads aloud, “would & Me”formorethanayear. The formation is online at
anyone want to reawaken the show’s first run was at the www.hangartheatre.org..
life and music of Sammy Davis, *  MusicalFare Theatre Company -
Jr.in 20062 Young realizes that Thomas Hoebbel/Provided 12 Buffalo earlier thxs year. I_)aw.d Cameron lives and
the answer isn't as simple as it e jordan Young stars in "Sammy & Me," now at the Hangar Assheprovedwithherdivec-  writes in the one part of

should be, and that many peo-

ple have perceived a negative

side to Davis that rmght be best
forgotten

The entertam
v feand b

limitations that samé audience

stream white audiences and the

Theatre in lthaca.

him he “isn’t really black.”: .

e and Davis’ life, starting with
he “ghost” of Davis; who ap-

- tiof: of - a great, ent rtamer
Here, the show evolves into -

- a.mere imaginative theatncal;., tifg
style, as Young takes on multi- -
‘plecharacters frombothhisown *

tion oflast year’s one-man show
“I Am My Own Wife” at the

Ithaca where it is sunny all
year round.

sought to enforce on him as a s to take himy ona journey .

black man. Young, who is also * ‘thiough the past. ~ .yotichoosé every‘tbmgthat £ s
black, balances Davis’ experi- You can’t truly apprec1ate along with them.” o
ences with his own encounters Davis until you havea full pic- And the songs Young choos—

with racial stereotypes, such as

T ture, but luckily “Sammy & Me”
the casting chrector who told -

es run the breadih of Davis’ ca-
is pot just a varnished celebra-

reer, including “Yes I Can,” “I



